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In the House rf Represenlatitcs, April 0.

SATO WIIITIl'l COiaCFTIO.
Mr. C. J. IsiotL having obtained tbe floor, aiJ

Mr. rtit : I have put the few word I deaire lo say,

in writing, that there might be do mitrrport or mistake
about them.

I would not k the indulgence of the House for my

irmonal vindication, but the occasion involves the moat
precious privilege of members of thia House, in which

the people ere represented. Ita freedom of ar eech baa

been grossly attacked, through me. by a Senator. Mr.

Daniel Webster. Of him aa a Senator, or an individual.

I never have poken here. Of Mr. Daniel Webaier'a

Biisconduct, as Secretary of State, I have often spoken,
movtlj to censure it. in the instance which provoked him
thie session, with a aeveuty which, I acknowledge, justifiee

retort.
All I rise now to do, is to ak the House to indulge me

with a word of eiplanation of some resolutions, to wbicb,

I snppose, there can hardly be ol jection.
If adnpteJ. I I resume they may be answered by next

Monday ; and theo I shall pray permission to speak on

the subject.
One of them is designed to bring officially before this

Hone, the journals or minutes of the Committee on

Foreign Aßaire, in February, 1813, when the honorable
gentleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. Adams) sraa Chair-
man of the Committee.

According to good precedent! and authorities, I am
entitled lo read these minutea to the House, without ita
leave. But, aa doubts may be entertained, I prefer to
ebviite all elections, by obtaining its sanction in form.

These minutes will prove that Mr. Secretary Wtbster
maJa known lo menibers of that committee, by a written
communication, the President's wish f.r a special mission
to Great Britain, which speci il mission, I think, it will
sufficiently apear. ws to etile the Oregon question, by

yielding which Mr. Webster his Uttly denied our light
to claim.

The resolution for information from the Department cf
State will bring forth proofs of Mr". Secretary Webster's
misdemeanors in office, his fraudulent misipplication and
personal use of the public funds, and corrupting party
presses with the money appropriated by law for the con-

tingent expenses of foreign intercourse. When discharg-
ed, as be was, from the department to which he waa ao
great a disgrace, he was a delinquent, a public defaulter.
He did not account for the public money he fraudulently
abstracted from the department, till more than a year after
he was expelled from it, and did not account for most of
it then by paying back the money he abstracted, but by
vouchers from notoriously base agenta of bis choice, who
receipted for it, to be expended in managing party presses.
Papera from the Department of State, some of them signed
by him, will reveal the mystery, of which one of his cor-

rupt agents, in a Utter to him, marked 'private,' applauds
as Mr. Webster's new and admirable mode of settling the
Northeastern boundary question, after the forty yeara'
blundering, however honest and patriotic, of the Adamses,
JefTdrson, Madison, Monroe, Jackson, and Van Düren,
who iliJ not consider it right to expend public moneys in
corrupting the press and the people.

It is sickening, if not sad reality, that a man of fine
abilities, as preposterously as profiaely ca'led Godlike,
should be exposed in his mean and paltry contrivances
and associations with notoriously base fellows, in palpably
i'e ose of the public money. When I fpoke the offensive

words of the Secretary, which appear to have goaded him
to the madness generally betraying the guilty, I bad no
idea of the extent of his offence. Indeed, I have not now,
for detection has only begun since he called me to it. One
of his coadjutors writes to the Secretary of State, that he
presumes the contingent fund is ample, and the Secretary '
control over it complete.

These papers, when made printed documents, will show,
also, application of some of the same secret contingent
fund to the release of McLeod ; and, although Mr. Web
ster is rrported to have said in the Senate, that there was
only one letter on this subject, three, in one and the same
day. will appear.

Whether, when possessed of the proofs of Mr. Secretary
Webster's malversation, corruption, and delinquency, his
offences will be deemed impeachable misdemeanors in
office, conviction for which, might remove him from the
Senate, and disqualify him to hold any office of honor,
trust, or profit, under the United States, will remain to be
considered.

Should it prove necessary to go to that extremity, the
similitude will bo wonderful with a great English lawyer,
called by poet, the wisest and meanest of mankind.

It will be perceived that the detection, if I am not mis-
taken, which my former disclosures may lead to merge
my individual wrong, and even the injustice done through
me to the representative character, freedom, and privilege,
in thia Houte, in the much greater importance of misde-
meanor in office. When Congress sees tke proofs I pro-
pose to submit, they will juJge all parties and do what is
right It is useless, and would be worse than useless, for
me to apply epithets to Mr. Webster. I desire to try him,
and be tried myself, by proofs.

I now offer the following resolutions, to which I presume
no objection will be made., I uk that they may be read
for information.

AnJ bo objection having been made, the resolution
were read, aa follows :

Resolved, That the Secretary of State furnish this
House an account of all payments made on President's
certificates, from the fund appropriated by law, through
the agency of that department, for the contingent expenses
of foreign intercourse, since the 4th of March, 1811, with
copies of all entries, receipts, letters, vouchers, memoran-
dums, or ether evidence of such payment, to whom paid,
for what, and particularly all concerning the northeast
boundary dispute with Great Britain ; also, copies of
whatever eommun:cationa were made from the Secretary
cf State, during the last cession of the 27th Congress
particularly, February, 1943, to Mr. Cashing and Mr.
Adams, members of the Committee on Foreign Affairs of
the House, of the wish of the President of the United
States to institute a special mission to Great Britain : also.
copies of all letters on the books of the Department of

. Plate to any ollicer or the United States, or any person in
Ner York, concerning Alexander McLeod.

Reiolved, That the chairman of the Committee on
Foreign Affairs of this House, submit to the House the
journal or minutes of that committee, during the last
session of the 27th Congress.

Some conversation here took place, Mr. McKat, of
North Carolina, objecting to the resolution. Mr. Ijqer-bo- il

resumed :
I am sorry that my friend from North Carolina, (and

be is the last man from whom I should have expected any
opposition to thia resolution.) obliges me to explain the

ul ject; for, aa I ' before said, I had put in writing, and
that very briefly, all which I thought it was necessary now
to refer to, and that other things might be reserved for the
coming in of the papera. I aay through you to thia House,
that my resolution predicates a gross abuse of that fund.
My resolution asserts that Mr. Secretary Webster has
expended through vile agents part of that fund in corrupt
ing me pros, in cuiiupuiig tu panj press, anu corrupting
the party press for the purpose of accomplishing the treaty
of the northeastern boundary ; and the question for this
IIoue to decide now is, whether, if there were forty laws
from beyond the beginning of the government, any gen-
tleman would prevent these papers from being brought
forward. Sir, thia is an extraordinary case ; this is no
common case. I would be the last man, sir, (and I ebould
have known nothing about this, but for my connexion with
the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and from what I know
about these matters,) I should be the last man to interfere
with the ordinary application of this secret service money.
But I will state what I know to be the ficts, and what I
presume the chairman of the Committee of Ways and
Means kn.me to be the fact, that from the accession of that
extraordinary man, Andrew Jackson, in 1829, down to
the departure fiom Washington of Mr. Van Buren, at the
expiration of his Picsidential term, not one farthing of
that money was krpt from public view, and thit the pri-
vate use of it did begin immediately after Mr. Webster
came into office.

Mr. McKat withdrew Lis objection. Mr.DaoMGOOLK
obtained the floor, and made some very severe remarka
respecting the Tyler administration, its corruption, &c,
for which he did not hold the whig party responsible. He
said :

In allusion to the northeastern boundary, I shall not call
by name the individual who was a pretended democrat,
waona the Pres dent appointed as a commissioner to run
that line. It was sufficient for him that a aon of Dakiil
WaaiTia, the Sccretuy, waa engaged in the business,

od it was sufficient for him to aay, that if they could ex-
tort all the correspondence there would be proof the most
.'.solute, not only of a eorrupt use of the money, but,

from the fetter iteelf of the then Secretary, that he sanc-
tioned and recommended yes, absolutely recommended,
a corrupt ue of the fund. He would merely say further,
then, that they wanted the letter, and if they could get it,
they would be borne out in this charge. He went for the
resolution ; and he called for the yeas and nays, because
be wanted t see the vote of this I loose, and see who was
In favor of prolong this matter to the bottom ; and, aa he
had dane in the commencement of hia remarks, he exon-
erated honorable whig, because there were honorable and
'patriotic men among the whig party. lie concluded by
repeating what he had before said, that the most eorrupt
administration that ever cursed the country was the ad-
ministration of Juho Tyler.

An extended debate followed, in which Mr. Datlt and
Mr. IvatasoLL were the chief speakers, the former appo-
sed the adoption of the resolution on grounds of expedien- -

eythe eflfect it would have. Sec Mr. Dorn offered the
f Uowing amendment, which Mr. laeiaaott, accepted:

Provided, That no document or matter is requeued to
be furnished by the foregoing resolutions which, in the
opinion of the President, would improperly involve the

citizen or sul jecta of any foreign power.
The discussion waa further continued. Mr. HiLititD,

of Alabama, and Mr. WiüTiisr, of Msesachuselts,
speaking with much eloquence in behalf of Mr. Wei-

st X.
After enme remarks by Messrs. I. E Hol is, and Sib-DO- S,

Mr. Adas obtained.the floor, and spoke as follows:
Mr. Speaker I wish thia House would divest itself of

every sentiment or feeling connected with circumstances
extraneous to this resolution, and would consider it as a
measure of very great importance, carrying out or violating
the provisions of the consiitntion of the United States
Having made this observation, and having endeavored to
separate tbe resolution from personal consideratione of
every kind, I aay that I cannot vote for it in the form in
which it ia now presented.

There ire pari of it asking Tor information, wmcn i
believe it is the right of this House to call for, and to
which I have no objection whatsoever. I believe, on
hearing the resolution read, as I just now did, for the first

time, having been in attendance on the committee when
the resolution waa first introduced, I believe, I say, that
to those parts which do not bring into question any provi-

sions of the constitution, or the necessary secrcsy to be
observed on the part of the Executive, in respect to mat-

ten which concern the foreign relations of the country, I

ahnll have no objection.
But the first, and, as I think the most material part of

that resolution, requites an exhibition to this House of
the manner in which a fund has been expended, which,
under the constitution and lawa of the United States, haa
been hitherto buried in profound secrecy ; and in respect
to which it was the intention, as I have always understood,
that perpetual secrecy should be maintained. The provi-

sion is, that a certain sum of money shall be placed at the
disposal of the actual President of the United States, fir
which no other account shall be given, than by the certi-

ficate under the hand of the President himself, that it haa
been expended f.r the public benefit, and that document,
when carried to the treasury, passes the account It has
been said, or at least intimated by gentlemen on this floor,

that the object of this secret fund is necessary to corrup-
tion. This ia not ao. During the time I had the honor
of occupying that station, I gave a certificate for the ex-

penditure of one year's appropriation of this fund, and it
turned out to be altogether inadequate to the end to be ac-

complished; and there was no more corruption in the
whole of the transaction for which that money was applied,
than there is in the delate of the HouFe to-d.i- I do not
say what it was for. I have never stated to anybody, ex-

cept to my successor in that office, what the money was
expended for. But, immediately after he came into office,
I made known to hipn the object of the expenditure ; and
he accomplished the purpose for which that money was
designed ; and of which. I will now only say, that it was
a treaty of commerce with the Sublime Porte. Now, if
the House will only recollect for a moment, what advan-
tage and benefit have resulted to this country from that
provision of the law giving to the President of the United
Statea the power to apply a certain sum, for secret service
money, in our relations with foreign countries; if they
will reflect what the state of things was at that time, and
how necessary such a fund was to the accomplishment of
the end which that negotiation with the Sultan of Turkey
had in view, although probably there is not a member of
the House who knew of any aoch4money hvingbcen ex-

pended ; if. I aay the House will consider these things,
and bear in mind wuh what ellect tnat fund was used,
they will be disposed. I think, to reconsider the opiuion
that it is a corruption fund, and will believe that it may be
applied for purposes as fair and honorable as any country
can require.

To the objections thus stated to the adoption of this re-

solution, I muat add another that there is any inquiry
whatever in regard to the secret service to which this fund
wss applied wuh reference to the negotiation in the Ash-burt- on

traaly. This must be altogether struck out, before
I can vote for the resolution.

Mr. C. J. IsoEitsoLL. There is not a word about the
Ashburtnn treaty in the rcaolution.

Ma. Adams. Mr. Speaker, one of the objections I have
to thia resolution is, that it has not the very object which
the mover of it ssys it has. It calls opon the President
to give an account of moneys expended through the De-

partment of Sta'.e, and charges them against the Secretary
of State. Now, for the expenditure of that money, the
Secretary of State, present or past, is no more responsible
than you or I. The law itsr If requires that it shall be ex-

pended by order of the President himself. It does not go
through the Secretary of Stite. The order which I issu-

ed to that effect for the whole sum of money was not
known to the Secretary of Stute at the time I made it,
any more than it was to you an hour ago. The Secretary
of State was not at the seat of government at the time I
directed the negotiation. He was not here for months
afterwards. I do not know that he knows to this day for
what the money was expended. The law itself gives to
the President alone the power of expending it; and it is
no more necessary that it should pass through the hands
of the Secretary of State, than that it should pass through
this House. That is one of my reasons for objecting to
the adoption of the resolution. It cannot bring the infor-

mation it calls for ; and if it is to produce any effect at
all, it must be addressed to Mr. John Tyler, and not to tbe
Secretary of State, or to the President; for probably the
present President knows no more than you or I, for what
purpose the money was expended. It does not, I repeat,
go through the Secretary of State. I do not know but
what the President may authorize the Secretary of State
to expend the money. That may have been the fact in
the present case. But for it, the President himself is re-

sponsible ; and if the gentleman intends to impeach any-

body for the expenditure of that money, it must be John
Tyler, and not Daniel Webster.

Mr. C. J. I.vorasoLL. I am anxious to say, that in all
this business, so far as I know, Mr. Tyler's conduct has
been irreproachable, and that my object is to get at a guil-
ty Secretary who has abused that power.

Mr. Adaxs. Whether the Secretary abused that power
or not, I will not undertake at present to say ; but I do
say, mat U ne Dad tne power to abuse it, it waa by tne
order of his superior, the President of the United States,
who alone had the authority to expend the money. The
Secretary of State had no more power to spend a dollar of
it than you or I, Mr. Speaker, have, to day. Whatever
expenditure was made by the Secretary of State, or
through that department, must have been made, and could
be made in no other way, than by an order from the Pres-
ident He is the reponsibte person, and if there has been any
corruption in the expenditure of the money, which I do
not in the slightest degree suspect, Mr. Tyler is the re-

sponsible person, and he it is who is to be called opon to
account for it. I say, therefore, that if you send the reso-
lution to the President of the United States, it is extreme-
ly probable, that he may answer that he knows no more
about it than you do. Itdoes not follow, that because I com-
municated to my immediate successor for what purpose I
had ordered an expenditure of this money not through tke
department of Slate, but through other channels that
other Presidents may have done so. Under the law
which has been read by the chairman of the committee of
Ways and Means, (Mr. McKay.) this money is to be ac-

counted for by a personal certificate from the President,
having no more reference to the Department of State than
to the Department of the Treasury, and perhaps not so
much. He is authorized and required to certify to the
accounting officers for certain sums of money expended,
with bis approbation, for certain purposes, and that certi-
ficate is to answer for all the more minute details required
in all other amounts settled at the Treasury Department.
That certificate he must give, and be is responsible for it,
as I have always held myself responsible to the country
for all time, so long as I live, for the expenditure of that
money.

And here I take occasion to say, that I differ with the
gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Bayley,) and, I believe,
other gentiemen, who have at a ted that the day of impeach
ment has passed, by the constitution, from the moment
the public office expires. I hold no such doctrine. I
hold myself, ao long aa I have the breath of life in my bo-

dy, amenable to impeachment by this House for every
thing I did during the time I held any public office.

Mr. Batist. Ia not the judgment, in case of impeach-
ment, removal from office !

Mr. Adams. disqualification to hold any office of
honor, trust, or probt under the United States for ever af-

terwards a punishment mu:h greater in my opinion than
removal from office. It clings to a man as long as he lives ;

and if any public officer ever put himself in a position to
be tried by impeachment, he would have very little of my
good opinion, if he did not think disqualification from
holding office for life a more severe punishment than mere
removal from office. I hold, therefore, that every Presi-
dent of the United States, every Secretary of State, every
officer impeachable by the lawa of the country, ia as
liable, twenty years after his office has expired, as he is
whilst he continues in office ; and if such is not the case,
if an officer could thus ward off the pains of impeachment,
what would be the value of tbe provision, or when do
you suppose discoveries would be made that would render
impeachment effectual 1 I speak with reference to the
provisions of the constitution, and to the great object con-
templated by these provisions ; and I now say, that if one
tenth of the charges against the person who is here at-

tacked are true, impeachment, in my humble judgment, ia
the course which ought to be pursued by this Home; and
that in that process of impeachment the usual requisites of
justice to every man charged with heinous Crimea and
misdemeanors, should b complied with ; that the accused
should have notice of the impeachment; that he ahould
have notice of the evidence to be brought against him ;
that he may have the means cf defence before the bar of
thia House; and that he may not be reached by aideblows

by applicationa for what may be dragged up out of the de-

partment of Slate, when he was in that office, to injure
him in tbe public mind, probably for services of the first
importance to the country.

As to other parts ef the resolution, calling for copies of
papera in relation to a fee probably paid to lawyer in
the defence of a man on trial in the State of New York,
or other things, documents which msy possibly bring op
the broken mine of a conflict between the government of
the United States and the Governor of the State of New
York at that time, matters which I believe had much bet-

ter be suffered to slumber, as they have done for many
yeara past, when connected with the charge of corruption.
I should be very reluctant to give my vote for such a call.
As to the negotiation on the Ashburton treaty, I have no
doubt that there were tranaactiona passed between the pro-

per departments, some parts of which may be brought to
light by a call on the Department of State. But if the
aecret features of that negotiation are to be called for and
laid before tbe House, I expect you will have calls for in-

formation, of which you will find no trace in the Depart-
ment of State, and which will implicate, ao far perhaps aa
even to expose to the chance of public censure, those by

no means included in the resolutions. There is probably
much aecret history connected with that negotiation and
that treaty, which I believe it would be quite as well to
suffer to pass into oblivion. But if they are to be brought
forth, I shall vote that all may be brought forth, and then
I think we shall have public speculation testing on other
persons besides the Secretary of State.

So far aa concerna the charge of corruption against a
Senator of the United Statea, from my immediate com-

monwealth a man highly honored by his fellow-citizen- s,

not only for the aervicea rendered in the negotiation of
that treaty, but for many other public aervicea of the first
importance, I, for my part, have no oljection to call for

anything in the Department of State, because it is my full
belief that anything which is elicited by that inquiry will
operate far more to justify him, than to sustain any charge
against him. But, I repeat, if thia call is to be made as to
the employment of the secret service money, in the course
of that negotiation, it mast be made, not on the Depart-
ment of State, but upon the President of the United
States. The present President, I think it extremely pro-
bable, though it may not be so, will say that he knows no
more about the application of the secret service money at
that time than this House knows. Therefore tbe informa-
tion requested cannot be furnished. And if the call is
made upon the Department, then I say it will not answer
the purpose; because it is the I resident s order which is
to be inquired into, and not anything that necessarily
passes through the Department of State. If Mr. Web-
ster employed one dollar either to send an express to New
York, or to psy the district attorney to conduct the defence
of McLeod, or for any other purpose, he could not have
done so without an order from the President, for which the
President, and not tbe Secretary of State, is responsible.
If, therefore, the gentleman from Pennsylvania will come
forward with an avowal that it ia his purpose to impeach
Mr. Tyler, as President of the Lnited States, and that he
calls for information for that purpose, I have no objection. I

IT- - T L 1 1 r . l lKid i.iiR9vil nil ncio uuueisiuuu lu say, muugu
the reporter only conjectures,) that it is a distinct resolu-
tion.

Mr. Adams. Well, if that is a distinct resolution, the
call is proper upon the President to furnish copies of the
papers, (aa I understand it,) in the Department of State,
in relation to the negotiation of the Ashburton treaty.

Mr. Ixgebsoll. It is not for that.
Mr. Adams. Well, then, I cannot see for what lawful

purpose it is. I cannot vote for it. I am willing to call
on the Department of State for anything there, whether
on the negotiation of the Ashburton treaty, or in relation
to tbe proceeding in the case of McLeod, or for the cor-
respondence with the Governor of New York. There
was undoubtedly, as I well knew at the time, a correspon-
dence between the Department of State, under the order
of Mr. Tyler,-an- the Governor of New York ; and I do
not know but what we shall hear of it in due time as
casting, in the opinion of many persons, some censure on
the administration of that day. It is well known that
there was a collision of a serious and dangerous nature
between the administration of the United States and the
Governor of New York, at a time when an intimate friend
of mine, one of the best men in the world, Mr. Seward,
waa Governor: and I think it possible that in that corres-
pondence which is called for here, it will be seen that there
were very different views entertained by Mr. Tyler, the
bead of the administration, (although communicated
through the department of State,) and Governor Seward.
One of the most unfortunate circumstances attending the
then stale of things, was this very collusion between the
general government, and the government of New York;
and it was a point upon which I was infinitely more
apprehensive than I was as to the difficulty with Great
Britain. Now, it ia well known that the gentleman from
Pennsylvania was very much dissatisfied with the negotia-
tion of that treaty. It is well known, for he said so here,
time and time again, that he wanted to take the sense of
the House upon it ; and he once said that the ratification
of the treaty depended upon this House.

Mr. Speaker, I believe I have given the House my most
material objections to the adoption of this resolution as it
now stands. It must be very much pared down to a call
for documents from the Department of State, which must,
as a matter of course.be there, before I can vote fr it ; not
that I oppose it on account of the gentlemen who is, in
substance, impeached before this House; for, as my hon-
orable colleague, (Mr. Winthrop.) says, he is perfectly able
to justify himself, and whenever an attack upon him is
made, I would rather be any where than in the place of
him who makes it.

In regard to the proceedings of this government, in the
case of McLeod, every gentleman here at that time, (in
1841,1 think.) will recollect how anxiously, how long,
and how ably on both sides, all these questions were at
that time debated in this House. The final conclusion of
it was very signally manifested, not only by the defeat of
every proposition against the treaty or its negotiators, but
by the passage of an act of Congress, now the law of the
land, ascertaining, and removing from all possibility of
question, that which had constituted the grand difficulty
in the case.

Mr. Isoehsoil. Will ;he gentleman allow me to ask
him a question !

Mr. Adams. I will allow the gentleman to ask me a
question, if he will allow me to sit down and not to an-
swer him.

Whereupon, Mr. Adams took his seat.
Mr. I.vckbsoli.. I wish to ask the gentleman whether

he recollects that a gentleman from New York, who then
represented Utica district, (Mr. Floyd,) moved a resolu-
tion of inquiry on this subject, opon which I and others
spoke, and that that, too, was put down by the previous
question. We never got a word of answer from the
Executive on this subject.

Mr. Adaxs. I refer the gentleman lo the journal of
the day.

Mr. Isqihsoll. I have already examined the journal.
I wish the gentleman would do likewise.

Mr. Yamct. differed, he said, from the venerable and
distinguished gentleman from Massachusetts (,Ir. Adams)
in regard to the question, whether the Constitution autho-
rized the proceedings here proposed. He had examined
the provision of the Constitution, end did not find it to
justify the interpretation put upon it by the gentleman in
the least degree. Money expended for secret purposes
must, under the Constitution, be accounted for as well as
any other funds drawn from the treasury. If five dollars
could be expended, without responsibility and without any
account, ao could forty millions be expended, and no ac-

count be given of it.
The Constitution provides that all expenditures of mo-

ney, from time to time, ahould be accounted for. All
money appropriated by this House was public money, and

regular statement of its expenditure must be made. It
must appear that it is expended for the benefit of the public
and therefore, a regular statement was required.

The peculiar spirit of the American government re-
quires that thia House ahould exercise the right of calling
to a atrict account all who were charged with the expendi-
ture of public money. The gross attack made on the
honorable gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. C. J. Inger-sol- l)

warranted this inquiry. It showed that its author
had neither dignity nor morality in his character. The
author of that abuse deserved no tespect nor consideration
from us. Even his own friends could not object to the
proposed call.

His honorable colleague (Mr. Hilliard) had said that
Mr. Webster waa respected, honored, and loved abroad,
and that he was the proudest boast of every American.
He ahould despise hlaiself aa an American if he could
think so.

Mr. Hilliard said he spoke of Mr. Webster's public
character, and he did know that Mr. Webster did occupy
in Europe, as a statesman, as high a position in public es-
timation as any man that breathed.

Mr. Yakcet asked what public acts of Mr. Webster's
life made the American name loved and respected
abroad ? Was it his course in the contest with the lion
power of England ? Did that make him loved abroad ?
Did hia votea againat the aupply of provisions and cloth-
ing to bare-foote- d and starving American soldiers attach
honor to his name ? Was it that that made England love
him ?

Mr. Biggs here asked if it was in order on thia reso-
lution to discuss the character of Daniel Webstur ?

Mr. Yascet asked whether Mr. Webster's course on
the French question entitled him to respect, when the
noble-hearte- d Jackson was endeavoring to enforce France
to a fulfilment of her treaty stipulation, did not Mr. Web-
ster say in the Senate that he would not vote a cent, even
if the British were battering down the walls of tbe capi-t- ol

? Was it not declared here by the venerable gentle-
man from Massachusetts, (Mr. Adams,) in regard to that
God-lik- e man, whose name was so much honored and
loved abroad, that he had but one more step to take, and
that was to join the enemy in battering down the walls of

the capitol ? Were these the acta that had caused bis
colleague to siy that his name was loved, honored, and
respected abroad? Aa lo the Ashburton treaty, he was
content to let that aubject aleep ; but he must say, that a
tetter treaty could have been made ; he must aay, that
an American negotiator in whom was felt tbe pulsations
of an American heart, would have demanded something
like a satisfactory tpology for the murder of Durfee.

But the venerable gentleman from Massachusetts, (Mr.
Adams,) aaya that the Secretary of State was not respon-
sible, but the President, for the use of the aecret service
money. All the recommendations fur the application of
the fund were, however, made by the Secretary, and the
vouchers were by him placed bofore the President. If the
money was improperly expended, it was the fault of the
Secretary. It was the duty of this House to present ar-

ticles of impeachment, and of the Senate to try them.
How could this House present the articles, unless they
could call for the necessary papers? This House had a
right to demand a statement of the manner in which the
public money waa expended. The honorable gentleman
from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Ingersoll,) had staled how the
money waa expended, and lie stated it on his responsibil-
ity, and therefore the aubject ought to be examined.

He protested solemnly against the remark that the
character of Mr. Webster was loved and honored. His
talenta were admired, he would agree. Many names
went to posterity with opprobrium, w hile the names of
honest men were lost in obscurity. The name of Bene-
dict Arnold would b remembered through all time, while
many a gallant soldier, who fought bareheaded and bare-

footed lor his country, would be forgotten. He would
like to know one fact : Was Mr. Webster the pensioned
agent of the Massachusetts manufacturers ? It had been
stated that the sum of $100,000 had been paid to him, or
settled on his family, for services which he was to ren-

der here to the manufacturing interests!. The tariff would,
he hoped, soon come up for discussion here ; and he
would ask whether Mr. Webster's views, on the subject,
would be regarded by his brother Senators, aa the viewa
of an independent and disinterested man ?

Mr. Hilliard replied, and then the resolution was
adopted, ayes 13G, noes 2d.

The debate on this subject waa resumed in the House
on the lOili, and several speeches were made; the best
by any friend of Mr. Webster, being from Mr. Dixon, of
Connecticut, to whom Mr. Yancey, of Alabama replied
in a most eloquent manner. He dwelt particularly on
the chargfi that Mr. Webster had received $100,000 "from

the manufacturers of Massachusetts on condition that lie
should return to the Senate, for the purpoe of upholding
the tariff. On the 11th, Mr. Winthrop, of Massachusetts,
replied to Mr. Ynnrpy, and said that Mr. Webster had
not recmed $100,001) from tho manufacturers, or in man-
ufacturing Ftock, but that it was given him by some of
the merchants of Boston, who had given it to him with-
out the slightest reference to his congressional career, or
from any desire that he should return to the Senate.

TIio Call Answered.
Our readers will recollect the resolution of Mr.

John M. Clayton, calling upon the President for
copies of any correspondence which may have passed
between the two governments since the last call was
answered. This resolution was discussed from day
to day for some time. Great expectations were formed
of the effects of this call. It was contended that the
Senate was entitled to all the information they could
obtain ; that it might be necessary to assist them
in deciding the question of notice. At length it was
adopted on Saturday ; and so great has been the
"secretiveness" (as "the Senator from North Carolina,
Mr. Mangum, called it) which he ascribed to the
administration, that when the President's reply was
returned tvday, the call was a mere water-ha- ul !

The President reports that nothing had passed between
the two governments on the subject, since his last
communication. 44 It is thought (said the Washing-
ton correspondent of the Baltimore Sun) the corres-
pondence will be forthcoming next week, after which
the Senate will have no cause for delaying action any
longer." No correspondence, however, is forthcom
ing ; and now we shall see whether the ' action will
be delayed any longer." It is believed, that from
the indications of this day in the Senate, the question
will bo taken this week. Indeed, Thursday seems to
have been informally agreed upon. Procrastination

M .v. Vawin scarcely oe tne orucr oi the day. io more
steamers will be waited for. No more calls will
probably be made. The Athenians will not wait for
further news from riiilip. It is presumed, too, from
what passed to-da- y, that the question will be taken
on the House resolutions first. It would be idle for
us to repeat, that this is the form which will carry
the most decided, salutary and moral effect into
negotiation.

The answer to Mr. Ingersoll's call was expected
to-da- y, and brought many an anxious auditor to the
House ; but it was not received. The charges which
Mr. Ingersoll have made are too grave to be passed
over. A full investigation is now demanded, as well
by the character of Mr. Webster, as by the voice of
the community. ll ashmgton linon, April 13.

War. The advocates of peace have a difficult
task to perform in undertaking to banish war from
the policy of nations and to unite mankind in a com
mon brotherhood of peace. All the principal govern
ments of Lurope are now engaged in waging san
guinary contests against some other power weaker
than themselves, and all for the purpose of aggran
dizement. Great Britain, whose journals teach such
admirable lessons to the United States on the folly
and wickedness ot acquiring more territory, is en
gaged in a bloody, remorseless war in India, with a
view of possessing itself of the whole country. It
also has another affair on a less extensive scale in
New Zealand. The French are engaged in a desper
ate war in Algiers, in which they have perpetrated
barbarities such as no civilized country has ever
been accused ot betöre. 1 he Kussians have overrun
the country of the Caucassians and will not rest
satisfied until they have entirely subdued it. Poland
is rising against her oppressors, and Italy talks of a
revolution. As it not satisheu with the commotion
and destruction they have produced on their own
continent by their rapacity and grasping ambition,
soma of these nations are engaged in disturbing the
the peace of the New World and uniting their powers
to crush the Kepubhcs of South America.

And what has the other great power of the world,
the united States, been doing! It has been peace
fully spreading the great principles cf Democracy
and of human rights, enlarging the "area of freedom,"
and been extending, establishing and protecting the
greatness, prosperity and happiness of the people.
It has ought no wars, made no conquests of others
territory, except such as its examples of prosperity
has brought willingly into union with it, and Las no
ambitious designs against other less powerful nations,
involving the destruction of their peace and their
power. Lven in the case of Mexico, where a provo
cation has been given, such would warrant and
invite an invasion from a more graspin and less
scrupulous government than our own, the conduct of
ours has been forbearing and conciliatory to the last
degree, showing that while we value our own rights
we arc careful to leave others in the undisturbed
possession and enjoyment of theirs. With such
contrast between our own and European governments,
we think we may leave to refute themselves, the mis
representations and abuse of our country in foreign
journals, their denunciations against our ambition,
and their hypocritical censures and appeals to our
numanity, not to plunge headlong into war for an
unjust extension of territory. Our true policy con-
sists in preserving peace, and we trust we may succeed
in preserving all our richts by peaceful measures.
We should, nevertheless, be prepared to come out of
a war Bliould we unfortunately be compelled to go
into one, with honor to ourselves and defeat of our
enemy. Philadelphia Ledger.

The publication of Mr. Calhorn's speech on the Or
egon question has not conduced much to the increase
of the high opinion in which

.
he was held by the: i - TT- - i i - - Jmilium. an pwpie. ms calculation cost oj tear may

be accurate enough in dollars and cents but he tells
us nothing about the cost of national degradation and
pusillanimous sentiments in our fellow citizens, pro- -
uuceu ty unmaniy uDmission to the insults and a.
gressions of the English. The same arguments urr-- .

. .. .. . .1 l T f-- ll T.. T P -cu uy .ur. uauioun to aeter me united states from
war with Great Britain on this occasion, would fright-
en us on any other, and make us believe that it was
a good policy to bear tamely the kicks of the Mexi-
can jackass in fine, the word is peace! peace! on
any terms peace ! The advocates of this extreme
qtiaker doctrine perceive not that they are defeating
their object and that peace is not to be preserved in
that way. .V. O. Courier.

A Rotal gift. The King of Prussia, through his
Minister to the United States, has presented in his
own name and that of his Quen. & service of com
munion plate to the Evangelical Lutheran Church of
ot. i'aul, at Washington.

G-- Mr. Stephen Teters, of York District, S. C, was
recently murdered by one of his negroes while at
work cleaning

.

out a creek, by a blow on the back of
.a 1 a

wie nccK wnn an axe.

Mexican Affairs.
We have already given the accounts which Lave

been received of the struggle now going on between
the monarchical and the republican parties in Mexi-

co. A ßtrong proof of tbe predominance of republi-
can opinions in that nation, even in the midst of the
fluctuations of the Mexican government, may be seen
in the fact that Gen. Taredes, evidently leaning to
the monarchical side, has seen fit to issue a decree
prohibiting a discussion of the question by the public
journals. The effect of such discussion was evident-
ly dreaded by the monarchists.

The Courrier des Estais Vnis, usually very well
informed about Mexican affairs, and professing to
speak in this instance upon the most reliable authori-
ty, states another fact upon the subject still more sig-

nificant. According to that journal, the different sec-

tions of the republican party in Mexico had, at the
latest ctes, resolved to unite against the common
danger, and had taken measures to invite Santa Ana
to return to Mexico, and assume the position of chief
of the republican party. Their overture had been
favorably received by the exiled President. He had
stipulated that, in case of hia return, he would Bub-m-il

to the people the election of a new President of
the republic, and retire himself to pri ate life. The
Courrier professes to hare seen a confidential letter
of Santa Ana's companion in exile, Signor Kejon, in
which the grounds of the conversion to
republicanism are set forth, and its sincerity warmly
asserted. Rejnn has also published a pamphlet ex-

plaining the reasons which led Santa Ana, and him--
s;elf a9 minister, to appove the decrees of the 29th of
November and the 2d of December, 1311, to dissolve
the CongreNg, restrain the liberty of the pres, and to
assume dictatorial power. The purpose of these

ing measures Tiejon alleges to be the concentra
tion of the Mexican force against Texas. The Mex
ican Congress gave only a lukewarm support, he ears,
to that movement, and was therefore dissolved. The
return of Santa Ana to Mexico does not, however, in
the judgment of the Courrier, indicate further warlike
movements on the part of Mexico. To us, we must
confess, the w hole account seems to want confirma
tion. U'. "Union." A p. 13.

European Politicians Thiers.
The life of this celebrated personage, well known as

he is, both as a historian and politician, has been in
this country but little talked of. and therefore we
think a succinct sketch of the incidents of his life
may not be uninteresting, since few living men have
exerted a more powerful influence on public events
than he, and few are capable in time to come of doing
more ill or good.

Louis Adolphe Thiers, as he was christened,
(though he soon laid aside the Bourbon Louis,) is es
sentially a man of the revolution, having been born
on the lG;h of April, 1797, the son of a journeyman
locksmith- - Through the influence of his mother's
family, which was of good standing among the
bourgeoise of Marseilles, he was educated in the
bourse, or public school of his native city, where, as
all the south of France then did, he studied the ex-

act sciences with reference to the army as a profes-
sion, and moreover became, what in those times was
rare, a good datinst. The fall of Napolean, how-
ever, in 1315, put an end to his military studies,
from which he reaped only such advantage as Gib-
bon may have done in the writing of his histories,
from his six months service in the Hampshire mi-

litia.
Having adopted the bar as his profession, he came

to Aix, and began there his intimacy with Mignet,
joint author of several of the works he soon after
published. There he first attracted attention by
gaining, under peculiar circumstances both prizes
for the two best essays on Vauvenargues. Thence
having removed to Paris, by his literary labor he
formed a connection with the Constitutione!, then
controlled by Lafitte, through the columns of which
he published those articles which familiarized the
people to the revolution of 1S30, so generally, that
when it did occur it was like the spontaneous act of
an individual. By M. Lafitte he was introduced to
the full confidence of the party whose mouth-piec- e he
afterwards became.

When the revolution had been completed, we find
M. Thiers at once a prominent member of the Depu
ties, Councillor of State, a Member of the Legion of
Honor, and an Under Secretary of State. A year or
two rolled by and saw him minister of the Interior,
a firm friend of the new Dynasty, and Secretary of
the rrench Academy. Idolizing J: ranee, JI. Imers
had always been the organ of the Anti-Anglic- an par
ty, the alliance with England he has always denoun
ced, and though now out of favor with the King, is
still popular with the French people. While Louis
Thillippe is King of France, selfish ombition even
may be satisfied with the favor of the people. Great
events are. it is not unlikely, about to occur in France,
in which M. Theirs must act a high part, for which,
though but 5 -- ears of age, he is prepared by the ex
pcrience of four revolutions. The last intelligence
from Europe shews him actively contending for the
interests of France against what we believe an unho
ly alliance. Strange to say, in this contest the legiti
mate Berycr is his associate. The world expects
much trom him.

The Duke of Wellington..
A correspondent of the New York Gazette gives

the following sketch of the "iron duke" and his
mode of speaking in the House of Lords :

There he sat, precisely where I was told, years
ago, I should find him, about the middle of the front
bench on the right hand or ministerial side " of the
table, in his almost invariable posture and attitude
his arms folded close over his chest, his legs extended
out and feet across and a trim shaped hat with a
very narrow brim pulled down and resting on his nose.

The subject changed to the reading of some long
report of a committee on railroads, through which the
Duke sat in the same position, and apparently taking
a good sound nap, w hen the reading finished, to my
equal surprise and gratification, he unfolded his arms
and legs, and taking off his hat approached the table

llie .Lord Chancellor, trom the ool sacs, pro
nouncing in a quiet and clear voice The Duke of
TlWno'o7i;"and"the Duke" began with ".Me Luds,"
and here he put his hat down and rested his knuckles
on the table, and on he went from " Me Luds," to

your Ludships." and ' this this this report, me
Luds," and " I I " and " yer Ludships can't mis-

take," " this this report is is not Legislative, me
Luds " and then he would give the table a crack
with his hard, bony hand, and shake his old head and
leather cheeks, and 44 hear, hear, hear," would fol-

low from all sides clear as light to them, no doubt ;

as also to the reporters, who were all busy putting
down what they, from long practice, know he intends
and means and actually does say but I could not
catch (though within twenty feet or less of him) two
clear consecutive sentences. His style of speaking
is entirely 4 Steeple chase " he 6oes his object, and
goes directly at it, and though difficult words come in
his way, like deep ditches or thick brambles, he tum-
bles through and over them, and generally comes out
first ; as I found in this instance, on reading his "clear
and lucid views" next morning in the 44 Times." His
objection to the report, it appears, was that it failed
to go into the merits of the prOjo.sed road, but almost
exclusively indulged in charges of corruption on the
part of those who applied-- for a charter. Hence 44 the
Duke" carried his point, to send the report back, and
to separate the charges of corruption from the merits
of the road itself.

44 What have your Ludships to do with any matter
beyond the merit or demerit of the road itself. As
for corporations, we all know they will grab all they
can, and not be over nice as to means but your Lud-
ships' House is not now a criminal court, nor this
question one of privilege the simple question for this
committee to report upon is, as to the road itself ; if
it is of no public utility, throw it out, and let it go
by ; if it is of public utility, pass the bill."

This is a brief translation of what 44 the Duke "
did say, and every body said next day that he
had made 44 a capital speech," and effectually put a
stop to an evil that committees were falling into
almost as great as 44 the railroad mania " itself.

The Duke of Wellington gives evidence in his
personal appearance of a severo conflict going on
between seventy-si- x years of time, and a strong iron-bou- nd

constitution, hard worked and severely discip-
lined, and sometimes one side has it and sometimes
another when off his guard, his r.nder lip will fall,
and hia head will shake and his voice sound husky;
nnd then again he will brace up, and put "Old Time"
flat on his back, and walk along like a man of fifty.

I can recall no ono in the United States who re
sembled him in the face bo much as the late Col.
Trumbull, though the Colonel's nose was not quite 6o
prominent ; but his attitude, expression and complexion
were exceeding like those of " the Duke," as tbe
latter now appears.

Iater from Europe.
By the packet-6hip- s Adirondack and Queen of the

West, and by the pilot-boa- t, Römer, arriving at New
York on Friday and Saturday, papers from London
of the 10th, and from Liverpool of the 11th ult,
have been received.

The news is in some respects important. ,
The l.bcral commercial movement of Sir Robert

Peel is stcad.ly advancing.
The cotton market remained firm. Flour waa

advancing. Acontinuance and incrcaseof the potato
disease is looked for in the next crop, being indicated
by the appearance of the eed. Indian corn, rice,
and buckwheat, are to be admitted free of duty, from
the day when the committee of the whole house in
the Commons shall report to the whole house the min-
isterial tariff bill; security being taken for the pay-
ment of duties, in case the measure should not be
finally sustained by Parliament. The general opinion
of the press seems to be that the House of Lords will
agree to the tariff proposed by the government.

Parliament had made no direct allusion to the
Oregon question, since the second night of the cession.
The Queen had not come down to the House with a
message on American affair?, as had been anticipated
by the London Times," of the 7th March. The
intelligence of the 44 notice" vote in the House of
Representatives had been received for some days.
The funds had faltered a little, and the anxiety in
commercial circles seemed to have somewhat increas-
ed. The continued silence of Parliament upon the
subject had begun to attract the attention of the pres?.
We give below the views of some of the leading
journals. Their tone, it will be seen, is somewhat
more violent, and they seem to speak as if any farther
concessions on the part of Er. pi and were not to be
expected. But nothing had taken place in Parliament
to remove the pacific impression made by the language
of Sir Robert Teel at the beginning of the session.

e do not regard even the tone of the British prest
as ominous of hostile feelings. It blusters, indeed.
in consequence of the undecided course of the
Senate. It is remarkable, however, that the English
press is now almost as intolerant of the "forty-nines- "
in America, as of the "fifty-fours.'- ''' Extensive
naval preparations were still in rapid progress. The
44 London Times," whilst it does gross injustice to
our views, suggests a piece or advice for its own
government, which we had better apply to our own
situation nomine mulalo. 44 A bold and manly
course on the part of the (American government)
w ill probably not be without a good ellect m the Lnited
States and it (should) undoubtedly command the
unanimous support of the people of (the United
States.") We will not exclude the Whig party from
the general description.

i he news from the continent is interesting. An
extensive and well-organiz-

ed insurrection had broken
out in Poland. The insurgents had mustered 40,100
strong. The city of Cracow seemed to he the centre
of the movement. There was a rumor that an Aus-
trian force rr.oving on to suppress it had been scattered.
Möns. Ginzot having been interrogated as to the
extent of the insurrection, had stated in answer.
"AU (icrmany is on rf." The insurgents in march
ing from Lracow had crossed the Fistula, nnd the
revolt was general throughout Gallisia. It waa not
supposed, however, that the revolution could maintain
itself long against the allied forces of Russia and
Austria.

O'Connell had written a letter strongly denooncing
the proposed coercion bill for Ireland as wholly un
constitutional and oppressive, and invoked against it
continued and renewed activity in the repeal move-
ment.

New and extensive prcparat;ons were making to
expedite the Indian mail transportation over land.
The leave of absence heretofore granted to the officers
attached to the Indian regiments had been cancelled,
and they had been ordered to join their respective
head quarters without delay. Washington Union.

The Recent Accounts from Inpia. are impor-
tant to us, and might now be improved, to borrow a
a theological term, if honesty and patriotism prevail-
ed in all of our national councils. In the two bat-
tles mentioned in accounts by former arrivals, the
British were beaten. However they may deny it,
they met with a severer check than they had yet
found East of the Indus. They did not gain a vic-

tory in cither battle ; and to the British in India, de-

pending for the continuance of there empire there,
upon the illusion of their invincibility, a drawn bat-

tle is a defeat. But they seem to have met with
something more than this negative defeat ; for they
retired from the Sutlej to repair damages, and the
Sikhs afterwards crossed it in their face into British
territory, and according to the last accounts, were
intrenched at the head of their Bridge over it. Being
able to do this after two great battles, the Sikhs could
not have been xery badly beaten ! But the last ac-

counts mention a fact that is rather significant. A
portion of the Native troops in the British service, on
approaching the Sikhs, threw away their arras and
fled ! We do not impute this to cowardice, for the
Hindoos in the British armies in India have always
fought well. It is rather significant of disaffection.
And if it should spread, and the invasion of British
India by a hostile army, will tend to its spreading,
we may regard the British empire in that cruelly op-

pressed garden of the world cs near its end. The
Hindoos have no other attachment to their oppressors
than fear ; and when this fear begins to subside, and
an invading army, successful in a few battles, will
make it subside, insurrection will appear in all quar-
ters. And the sooner the British are expelled from
India, the better will it be for mankind ; for to quote
the emphatic words of Edmund Burke, 4the British
Empire in India is an awful thing !"

The recent accounts from England show that the
late events in India have created a serious impres-
sion. The funds had fallen, large reinforcements
were ordered for India, ar.d the naval preparations in
the dock-yar- ds were suspended, to facilitate the
movement of these reinforcements. In addition to
all this, the funds fell still further, upon a rumor of
the Queen's having prepared a message to the House
of Commons on American affairs; this further fall
indicating that the people dreaded a collision with the
United States, in addition to their Indian difficulties.
A hot war in India would not leave the British gov-

ernment very ample means for a contest with us, at
least on land ; and therefore if our sea-por- ts be well
guarded, we should not be very vulnerable.

Under these circumstances, the duty of Congress
is to make the most ample preparation for defence,
without delay. Let us net wait till the British have
settled their affairs in India; for though the chances
are against them, they may prevail. Let us prepare
note, and either negotiate with arms in our hands, or
not negotiate at all. Let U3 make full preparation
for maintaining our rights in Oregon, and talk no
more about it. Some of the Senators may be mag-
nanimous enough to recommend waiting till the Brit-

ish have settled their Hindoo difficulties. But a little
less magnanimity and a little more patriotism would
be commendable. Pa. Ledger.

Q7The London Chronicle of the 7th ult. contains
an article upon the conquests of England in India, in
which occurs the following remarkable passage:
44 He can never govern India so vtU as tie ought,
until ice possess the vhole of it!"

07-- A girl named Taula Samajon, aged 23, is about
to be tried at Madrid, Spain, for robbing her master,
M. Basile, of 3,f;00fr. This girl ran away from
home at the age of 13, and assuming male attire, at
last entered the army. She served in the 13t!i regi-

ment of the line for seven years, and then, resuming .

her female attire, entered the service where 6he com-

mitted the robbery mentioned above.

One of the People. Sir Robert Teel does not
mind cracking a joke at Tamworth ; he tells the
burghers, that he is one of themselves, the son of a
cotton spinner, and that his wife was the daughter of
a common soldier. Lady Peel is the youngest daugh-
ter of General Sir John Floyd, bart., who rose from
the ranks.

0--
A writer in a late foreign journal gives somo

s'rong reasons for believing that water is as compres-
sible as air, under the a pplicatians of proportional
forces ; and, assuming it to be so, he concludes that
bricks might be found floating at a depth cf 23,330
feet; granite at 5G.C00 feet ; and cast iron at 200.0(H)
feet depth.

Pretaeing tor War. A late Halifax paper has
the following paragraph :

The Lieutenant Governor and the garrison have
been apprised that the home Government haa des-
patched twenty thousand muskets, with percussion
locks, for the militia of Nova Scotia and the adjacent
colonies.


